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Information Day in Buswells Hotel
Wednesday, 6 October 2010 (08:00 – 18:00)
Conradh na Gaeilge and Guth na Gaeltachta are organising an information day for TDs and Seanadóirí at the beginning of next month. The aim for the day is to inform and get the support of public representatives to ensure that the Government:

· accept the recommendations of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Tourism, Culture, Sport, Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs with regard to the 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language. 
· reject the recommendations of the Department of Finance with regard to the Gaeltacht as laid out in the report ‘Infrastructure Investment Priorities 2010-2016’
Julian de Spáinn, General Secretary of Conradh na Gaeilge, explained the importance of the information day:
“The Irish language community welcomed the publication of the draft 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language last November but it was clear that it had weaknesses. A number of organisations have campaigned since to improve it. The Joint Oireachtas Committee on Tourism, Culture, Sport, Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs have made some good recommendations and it is essential that the Government accepts every one of them. We are looking for the support of members of the Oireachtas to ensure that this happens.”

Implementation of the Strategy will depend on the relevant funding being available from the exchequer. There is, however, great uncertainty as to the availability of funding since the publication of the report: ‘Infrastructure Investment Priorities 2010-2016’. De Spáinn talked about the effect that this report has had on the Irish language community:
“This report surprised a lot of people but it has alarmed the Irish language community. There is a recommendation in it to drastically decrease the budget of the Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs in the years ahead. In truth, if this plan is implemented, it will close the Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs and Údarás na Gaeltachta. It’s that simple!”
Éamonn Mac Niallais, spokesperson for Guth na Gaeltachta spoke about the next step:

“There is an urgent need for clarity at this stage. It will not be possible to implement the Strategy based on the figures in the ‘Infrastructure Investment Priorities 2010-2016’. We believe that the Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs and Údarás na Gaeltachta are essential pieces of infrastructure. They will both play a central role in implementing the Strategy and providing the required funding.”
Conradh na Gaeilge and Guth na Gaeltachta hope that all will enjoy and benefit from the day. There will be representatives from every Gaeltacht and various constituencies from around the country in attendance to demonstrate clearly that the Irish language community inside and outside of the Gaeltacht are unified at this critical time for the language. All are welcome on the day, including TDs, Seanadóirí and the public in general, to call in to Buswells Hotel between 8.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. on the 6th of October 2010. 
                                          ENDS
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Notes to the Editor:
· Conradh na Gaeilge and Guth na Gaeltachta organised an information day last year (2 December 2009) soon after the publication of the draft 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language. It was a very successful event and it was a great opportunity for members of the Oireachtas to get the latest information on Irish language and Gaeltacht issues. 
· The draft 20 Year Strategy for the Irish Language
 was published on the 26th of November 2009. Organisations had an opportunity to make submissions to the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Tourism, Culture, Sport, Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs who compiled recommendations to strengthen the draft Strategy. They also had a meeting with Gaeltacht organisations in the Ionad Tacaíochta Teaghlaigh Chois Fharraige, Indreabhán, Co. na Gaillimhe on the 26th February 2010.
· The Department of Finance published the ‘‘Infrastructure Investment Priorities 2010-2016’’
 on the 26th of July 2010. Irish language organisations inside and outside of the Gaeltacht have been concerned since as to the effect on the implementation of the Strategy. 
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	Conradh na Gaeilge is the democratic forum for the Irish-speaking community and promotes the language throughout the whole of Ireland and around the world. Since its foundation on 31 July 1893 members of the Conradh have been actively promoting Irish in every aspect of life in Ireland, from legal and educational affairs to the development of new media and services through Irish. The Conradh encourages the people of Ireland, it gives us a fresh new understanding of our precious heritage and it also gives us a respect for our Irish culture. Conradh na Gaeilge has 200 branches as well as numerous individual members, and every member of the Conradh works hard to promote the use of Irish within their own community.  www.cnag.ie
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	Guth na Gaeltachta is a non-political, cross-party campaign concerned with the Irish language and the Gaeltacht. This community campaign was founded in the Gaeltacht to inform the public on the effect the proposed cuts for the Irish language and the Gaeltacht would have and to oppose such cuts. This campaign will focus wholly and completely on Irish language and Gaeltacht issues only. www.guthnag.ie


1. Comparison between the decreases recommended for Departments based on ‘Infrastructure Investment Priorities 2010-2016’ 
	
	Recommended decrease
2010 -2016

	Department of Enterprise, Trade and Innovation
	9.6%

	Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources
	8.1%

	Department of Defence
	-12.5%

	Department of Education and Skills
	-12.9%

	Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport
	-16.7%

	Department of Health and Children
	-18.5%

	Department of Finance
	-20.0%

	Department of Transport
	-21.0%

	Average decrease
	-26.4%

	Department of Justice and Law Reform
	-26.8%

	Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government=
	-27.1%

	Department of Social Protection
	-40.0%

	Department of Foreign Affairs
	-60.0%

	Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
	-60.5%

	Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs
	-71.4%


2. Decrease in the budget of the Department of Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs over the last few years.

	2008
	2009
	2010

	€149 million
	€133 million
	€105 million
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